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24th August 2020
REF:200820PDI/THI
Dear Parent/Carer,
RE: Update Letter August 2020
I write following a meeting of the Bradford Academy Trust Board to detail arrangements for the return of all our learners in September.  The details are contained in separate letters for Primary phase and Secondary Phase learners and I would ask that you familiarise yourselves with these, particularly the start and end times for each year group and the guidance on being vigilant about sending your child to school should they have any symptoms that would suggest they may have coronavirus. 
The main symptoms of the coronavirus are: 
A high temperature
A new, continuous cough- this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours
A loss of change to your sense of smell or taste- this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell or taste anything or thing
What to do if you have symptoms:
Get a test to check if you have Coronavirus as soon as possible
Stay home and do not have visitors until you get your test result- only leave your home to have a test. 
Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until you get your result.
Our detailed planning follows the latest government guidance to minimise the risk of infection. We acknowledge that some aspects of our plan may be problematic for working parents, but unfortunately, staggered starts and maintaining bubbles are integral within the government guidance and something that we cannot modify or make exceptions for individual families. 
Similarly, now, we are not able to offer the usual “wraparound” care that we would ordinarily provide. This is because it would necessitate mixing of bubbles for both staff and students.  We will review this as we progress through the first half term.
As I explained in my previous communication to you, it is going to feel very different when children return in September.  However, we are excited about the prospect of seeing them again and will ensure that we do everything to get them back into the habits and routines that will support learning. 
You can support us by doing the following:
· Ensure your child knows their start time and only arrives to school at the times designated for their year group – to do anything other will put others at risk.
· Ensure your child has their own basic equipment so that the need to share or be loaned equipment is minimal.
· Familiarise yourself with our electronic means of communication and check that we have the correct detail should we need to contact you in an emergency.
· Use our electronic systems to top up payment cards for lunches so that we can minimise the use of cash machines and hence contact points for learners.
· Keeping your child at home should they display any of the symptoms of coronavirus identified by the government, getting a test for your child and family and informing us of the result when this is complete.
· Having in place arrangements for childcare in advance – should any bubble need to be closed due to a positive case of coronavirus in that bubble – this is important; as we may need to inform you of this without any notice (ie the night before a child is due in school).
· Be prepared for any full or partial closure by making sure children have their login details and know how to access the virtual school.
We will be reviewing our protocols daily in the first instance and should we need to change any aspect of our delivery model, then we will communicate this with you via Weduc.
I thank you in advance for your support.  Together we can make sure our community remains safe and can begin to re-engage with face-to-face learning. 
Yours Sincerely 
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Executive Principal 
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