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19th November 2020
REF:201119PDI/THI
Dear Parent/Carers

RE: Bradford Tyre Fire
I regret to inform you that Bradford Academy will be closed tomorrow for all learners.
You will be aware of the tyre fire in East Bowling, which has been burning since early on Monday morning. Unfortunately, the wind has changed direction today and as a result, the air in the immediate vicinity is having a significant impact. We are advised of the following from colleagues at Public Health in Bradford
“Air Quality is being monitored today across Bradford. Although the plume can be seen across Bradford and be smelled, the long-term risk for healthy people not in the vicinity is considered low.
Some substances present in smoke can irritate the lining of the nose, throat and lungs, the skin and the eyes. Symptoms may include coughing and wheezing, sore throat, feeling short of breath, runny nose or eyes or chest pain. In general, exposure to smoke is more likely to affect people who have existing breathing problems, lung or heart conditions. The very young and very old, smokers and people with flu or flu-like illnesses may also be at greater risk after exposure to smoke from fires. People who are generally fit and well are unlikely to experience long-term health problems from temporary exposure to smoke from a fire.
If you must go outside, to minimise your exposure, limit the amount of time you spend outside in the smoke. People with asthma who may be in the vicinity of the fire should carry their inhaler.
Children, young people and staff with existing breathing problems should make sure they have inhalers with them and call NHS111 if there is any change in their condition”
As you will know, our site consists of a number of buildings and as soon as we became aware of the issue today, we quickly assessed any potential risk to staff and students across the site.
We therefore made the decision to release our Primary Phase and DSP children as these buildings were impacted significantly.
Our Secondary phase remained open but as the day has progressed the air quality within the building has deteriorated.  This is because our air-handling units draw in air from outside and circulate it through vents throughout the building.  We are unable to turn these off as doing so would also shut down our gas system (safety feature).
We are hopeful that over the weekend, we can ventilate the building and welcome learners back. However, the advice from Public health colleagues dealing with this is that due to the unpredictable wind direction, they are not able to say yet what the position for Monday might be.
Please check our website and weduc for the latest information over the weekend.
Yours Faithfully 
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